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SEN Information Report 2018-2019 

This report sets out information about our provision for pupils with special 
educational needs (SEN). This information is updated annually. 

 
About our School 

 
Richmond Academy is a mainstream primary and provides for pupils with a wide 
range of special educational needs, including those with: 

 
 Communication and Interaction needs - this includes students who have 

speech, language and communication difficulties, slower processing 
difficulties and includes students with autism spectrum conditions 

 Cognition and Learning needs - this includes students who have learning 
difficulties and specific learning difficulties, for example dyslexia, dyspraxia 
and dyscalculia 

 Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs 
 Sensory and/or Physical needs - this includes students who have visual or 

hearing needs, or a physical disability that affects their learning. 
 
The above four SEN categories are definitions of special educational need 
found in the August 2014 Code of Practice. 

 
Our special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCo) is Kim Thomas. She can 
be contacted on 01795 662891. 

 
How do we identify and give extra help to students with SEN? 

 
Through communicating regularly with parents, we hope to work together to identify 
any SEND early and take appropriate action to support pupils. 

 
Every learner has their progress closely monitored through regular pupil progress 
meetings and frequent consultation with parents/carers. Children who are not making 
expected progress are highlighted and interventions or additional support are 
allocated depending on need. 

 
At the same time, and again in consultation with parents, we are able to identify 
additional needs that a child may have and will seek out specialist assessments 
using the outside agencies that support our school e.g. Specialist Teaching Service, 
Speech and Language Therapy Service, Educational Psychology Service, 
Occupational Health Service, etc 

 
The SENCo and SLT strategically analyses data termly and provides targeted 
support and intervention and identifies any potential SEN issues. 



 

The SENCo and Nurture Team work closely to ensure pupils with social and 
emotional difficulties are supported as well as meeting their learning needs. 

 
If appropriate, the school will support parents and pupils in statutory assessment and 
work towards developing an Education Health Care Plan if required. 

 
How do we work with parents/carers and pupils? 

 
We will always contact parents/carers if we have a concern that their child may have 
a special educational need. 

 
We work closely with pupils with SEN and their parent/carers to agree outcomes, 
how we will all work towards these and then to review progress. We do this by 
review meetings, parent evening meetings, using home/school diary, phone call and 
email contact when appropriate. 

 
Adapting the curriculum 

 
The curriculum is adapted to meet the needs of all our pupils. Class teachers make 
sure pupils have learning activities that are appropriately challenging regardless of 
any SEN. 

 
Where appropriate, children may have access to special equipment including: pencil 
grips, writing slopes, reading filters, move ‘n’ sit cushions, personal visual timetables, 
personal workstations, ear defenders, sound recording devices, laptops, specialist 
software and more. 

 
The school building is fully accessible for wheelchairs and walking frames. 
Arrangements are made if physiotherapy exercises are needed and appropriate 
adult support is given to those who need it while moving around school. 

 
We ensure that we work closely with pupils, parents and medical professionals to 
ensure the classroom layout and seating arrangements suit pupils with Visual or 
Hearing impairments. 

 
Provision is made during break and lunchtimes for pupils who find it difficult to spend 
their time outside or in busy places. 

 
We provide some quiet ‘withdrawal’ areas for pupils who need it. This is assessed on 
a needs basis as space is at a premium around school and the use of learning areas 
must be carefully timetabled to suit all learners. 

 



 

How does the expertise and training of staff help support pupils with SEN and 
how do we secure specialist expertise? 

 
All teaching staff have received training in Quality First Teaching to meet the needs 
of all learners. 

 
Teaching and support staff have been trained in teaching phonics and other ‘in- 
house’ training is used to develop the skills and expertise of others. 

 
All staff have received ASD (Autistic Spectrum Disorder) awareness training to 
enable them a greater understanding of pupils with an ASD diagnosis, as well as 
equipping them with a range of strategies to support ASD pupils. 

 
The SEN staff team has expertise in a variety of areas. The team has had an 
extensive, wide range of training, including Speech & Language, Boxhall Profiles, 
Nurture, Lego intervention, Dyslexia and Dyscalculia awareness, Clever Fingers, 
Supporting Pupils Emotional Well-Being and Supporting ASD pupils. 

 
We also have access to a range of specialist support services including: 

 
 Educational Psychology 
 Specialist Teaching and Learning Service 
 Behaviour Support Service 
 Kent Schools Inclusion Team 
 Various NHS therapy services 
 The Local Authority Early Intervention team 
 Early Help Hubs 
 School Nurse 
 School Counselors 

 
We also work with other services and organisations that are involved with a family, 
with the family’s permission. We always discuss the involvement of specialist SEN 
services with parents/carers first. 

 
How do we know if SEN provision is effective? 

 
The progress of all pupils is tracked throughout the school through termly pupil 
progress meetings. Pupil progress is also monitored closely by the SENCo. 

 
In addition, we regularly review progress towards agreed outcomes assessing 
whether the support that has been in place has made a difference and what we need 
to do next. We evaluate this progress against age-related expectations. 

 
When we run special intervention programmes for groups of pupils we assess how 
successful they have been and use that information to decide on how best to 
continue with support in the future, this is analysed termly by the SENCO. 

 
How are students with SEN helped to access activities outside of the 
classroom? 



 

All students are included in activities and trips (with risk assessments, where 
needed. We talk to parents/carers and pupils when planning trips so that everyone is 
clear about what will happen and offer support when needed. 

 
What do we do to support the well-being of students with SEN? 

 
We recognise that pupils with SEN may well have an Emotional and Social 
Development need that will require support in school. We have a robust 
Safeguarding Policy in place and we follow National and LA Guidelines. Our school 
employs a team of mentors that are able to provide a wide range of pastoral support. 
A range of support strategies are in place for pupils who need them including: 1:1 
talk time, Drawing and Talking, Nurture groups, Lego intervention, feelings books, 
friendship groups and more. 

 
The school prides itself on working closely with families and other agencies to 
provide the best outcomes for pupils in their educational, social and emotional 
development. 

 
The school council and other pupil groups such as the playground leaders all add to 
the development of the ‘pupil voice’ in school. 

 
Where can I find more information? 

 
There are a wide variety of sources of information for parents available online. This 
includes the ‘local offer’ for Kent which will give you a great deal of information 
regarding the services available locally. 

 
The School Website: www.richmond.kent.sch.uk 

 
The Local Offer: http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational- 
needs 

 
The Government guide to SEND for Parents: 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/34442 
4/Special_educational_needs_and_disabilites_guide_for_parents_and_carers.pdf 

 
If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to call, email or make an 
appointment to see a member of staff. 

 
 
 
Kim Thomas, SENCO 
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